SUBSIDIES FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF CORNCRAKE

Subsidies can be used for the management of sites where corncrake
occurs:

1) Agri-environmental-climatic measures (Common Agricultural Policy
2023-2027)

m Extensive grassland management

2) Landscape-related programmes of the Ministry of Environment (e.g.,
Landscape Management Programme)

For more information on suitable subsidy programmes, please contact
the relevant regional office of the Nature Conservation Agency (NCA) of
the Czech Republic, regional authority or national park administration.

More detailed information can be found here:

Subsidies About species NCA CR Standards

The information sheet with photographs by Petr 3aj, Josef Cink and Martin Mokrej$ has been published by the
Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic thanks to the One Nature Project (LIFE17 IPE/CZ/000005, LIFE-IP:
N2K revisited), supported by the LIFE financial instrument of the European Union. The data and information
contained herein express the opinion or statement of the Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic only.
The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained in this
information sheet.

A noisy inhabitant of meadows




CAUSES OF THE ENDANGERMENT

Intensive area-wide grazing without leaving tall grass

BASIC INFORMATION

The corncrake is an endangered bird species that is protected by both
national and European legislation. In 1989, only about 400 calling
males were recorded in the Czech Republic. Its population has since
increased to more than 1,500 calling males thanks to protection. Meadow mowing from the edges to the centre in a spiral pattern

Area-wide mowing during breeding and moulting
High travel speed during mowing in August

Corncrakes begin flying to the
Czech  Republic from their
wintering grounds in southern
Africa in the second half of April.
They settle in wet meadows and
pastures with tall grasses in which
they live in hiding. The males only
alert to their presence by loud,
raspy calls during courtship. Such
calls may be repeated throughout
the night and sometimes during
the day.

A corncrake’s egg weighs barely a third of a hen’s egg.

HOW TO PROTECT THE CORNCRAKE?

to leave at least 1 ha of uncut area around the calling male's habitat
Corncrakes are endangered by 3

mowing of the site during the
breeding season in June-July and
then in August during moulting
when they are unable to fly.
Corncrakes fly back to Africa at
the end of August.

to make the first mowing after mid-August
when mowing, to travel no faster than the walking speed of an adult
to use no more than one mower per site

to mow from one end of the meadow to the other or from the
centre to the edges as shown in the picture below

You are unlikely to see a corncrake in the
vegetation.




